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Davi Weintraub is the executive director of ECO and an award-winning documentary filmmaker and author.
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The other sides of ECO’s

by BETH BEASLEY
Times-News Correspondent

s a young child growing up

in Long Island and Brooklyn,

David Weintraub was mes-

merized by the souvenir snow

globes his grandparents gave

him. Peering into them like
crystal balls, he would dream about
faraway people and places.

‘When his mom, a librarian at his
elementary school, played a magic
carpet ride game with her young
students, Weintraub was captivated.
The kids would close their eyes and
imagine being whisked across a wide
sea to another country.

David Weintraub

“When we opened our eyes, she
would be dressed in the clothing of
another place and she’d tell folk tales
from that country, serve some tasty
treats from the place and play guitar
and sing some of their songs,” Wemn-
traub says.

These childhood experiences
sparked what would become Wein-
traub’s relentless quest to preserve dis-
appearing slices of American culture.

“I learned at an early age that
through our folk tales and values that
our cultural tapestry has a great deal of
common ground,” Weintraub says.

In Western North Carolina, Wein-
traub is best known as the executive
director of ECO, the Environmental

and Conservation Organization, based
in downtown Hendersonville. Less
known are his considerable achieve-
ments in documentary filmmaking,
book writing and editing.

“My passions are protecting the
environment and preserving culture,”
Weintraub says.

Cultural preservation

Tall with a faint goatee and salt
and pepper hair, Weintraub is a skilled
communicator, a trait enhanced by his
legal training. At 51, he’s a veritable
renaissance marn.

‘When the former civil rights lawyer
is not working at his full-time-job de-
fending the environment, he’s produc-













