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BY BRUCE C. STEELE

The disaster movie “San Andreas”
spares no pixels to depict the utter
destruction of Hoover Dam, Los Ange-
les and San Francisco. It makes the
similar 1974 flick, called simply “Earth-
guake,” look like a movie of the week
produced for an obscure website (al-
though “San Andreas” could have bene-
fited from the short-lived Sensurround
technology that shook moviegoers in
their seats).

For goodness sake, see the Eﬁm in
3-D, because o&mwﬁmm you’ll miss the
fun of all the falling debris, flying ship-
ping containers, collapsing skyscrapers
and so on. This movie has all its chips
bet squarely on its visual effects, and
they mostly pay off. It may not be as
Uowqmwmmq apocalyptic as “2012” or as
creative in its ruin as “The Day After
Tomorrow,” but it’s in the same league
of awesome cheesiness.

The downside is that the catastrophe
is so utterly impersonal. Sure, LAPD
chopper rescue hero Ray (Dwayne
Johnson) may be flying around in a
helicopter — and later, an airplane and
a motorboat — to rescue his wife (Carla
Gugino) and daughter (Alexandra Dad-
dario), but outside of Ray’s family and
two British brothers who latch onto the
daughter, the peril is pure cartoon.

When Ray finally acknowledges
there are other people at risk and saves
a couple.dozen lives outside AT&T

. Park, it’s a jarring break with the film’s
otherwise unbroken creed: Only extras
and bad guys have to die. Pay no atten-
tion to those screaming hoards.
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Dwayne Johnson and Carla Gugino star.in “San Andreas.”

There’s a reason the 1970s disaster
masterpiece, “The Poseidon Adven-
ture,” came with the now legendary
tagline, “Who will survive?” For one
thing, a movie loaded with stars is just

.more fun, and stars can often elicit

audience sympathy with minimal
screen time. But more important, the
more characters you follow, the more
likely some of them are to fall to fiery
deaths, which keeps the suspense high.
And the more story lines you have —
for example, on different floors of “The
Towering Inferno” — the more aspects

of the disaster you can dramatize.
Alas, “San.Andreas” goes the “God-.

zilla” (2014) route and opts for a small

family drama played out amid utter

"+ devastation. Johnson is a nice, appeal-

ing guy, but he can’t conjure up “Ordi-
nary People” with a few hackneyed.
lines of dialogue and some flashbacks.
The rest of the cast is competent but
unmemorable. Paul Giamatti has some

- scenes playing a scientist, but he’s only

briefly in danger and clearly just cash-
ing a paycheck.
So I choose to view “San ?awmmm: as

WARNER BROS./AP

a future trivia game: As the film un-
spools, see how many tropes from pre-
vious blockbusters you can identify. In
addition to the obvious, there’s “The
Perfect Storm,” “The HBUOmEEm: (an .
:booBmoﬁmEo comparison at best) and

even “The Dark Knight Rises.” Have
fun. But don’t think too much about the
millions of people suffering and dying.
That would be a downer.

Grade: B-minus. Rated PG-13. Now u—“_oém:m.mﬁ the
Biltmore Grande, Carmike and Carolina theaters.

Sea turtles
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old son Jonah, who Weintraub said be-
came so much of a turtle expert, he was
in some cases informing the experts.
The film is already receiving high
praise. It played to packed houses in
March where it won Best of the m_mmn-
val at the Charleston Film Festival.
‘Dave Owens, a biologist at the Uni-
versity of Charleston, South Carolina, is
one of the experts interviewed in the
film. Owens has been studying turtles

and working on turtle oobmmgmﬁou for.:

more than 40 years.

“I’'m biased, but it’s a really well-
done documentary. I'm a strong conser-
vation biologist, but the tone of conser-
vation is so negative that people aren’t
hearing it anymore,” Owens said.
“What David did in his film is he E:ama
about some of the positives, the pro-
jects we've done that are working to
save turtles.”

Owens said he also appreciated the
emphasis on the human turtle connec-

. tion.

“There’s always been a strong in-
terest in turtles, almost a religious
aspect to it. He brings out this almost
mystical, mythical side to turtles.
They’re like teachers — persistent,
very hardy, tough individuals that do
amazing migrations, all over the world;
they’re very adaptable. When you're
trying to give a value to animals, the
real bottom line is why does it just have
to be a value to humans?”

Lifelong fascination with turtles

Weintraub, who is now the executive
director of the Center for Cultural
Preservation, which produced the film,

said he was always a “nature boy,” but
the problem was he was born and
raised in an apartment building in
Brooklyn.

“Nature for me was opening our
sixth-floor window and listening to the
sounds of sirens going by,” he said.

But at age 7, Weintraub’s parents
took the family to the Adirondack
Mountains in New York for a vacation
and that’s when he became a nature
nut.

“It was as if someone had taken the
veil off my eyes. The kids would be out
walking in woods until dinner, catching

" frogs and snakes and mm_mﬁmsmﬁ.m

anything that slithered or hopped. Na-
ture became so precious to me,” he
said. :

His first pet was a box turtle named
Spike. He got lost somehow, but months
later turned up under Weintraub’s bed _
in a bunch of dust bunnies. His next
turtle experience was when he and his
wife spent an anniversary on an island
off Charleston, South Carolina, and saw
his first turtle patrol, who were exca-
vating a loggerhead turtle nest.

“When they opened it, 95 baby tur-
tles came running out in all directions.
They told us to put our feet out to guide
the turtles to the water. I was immedi-
ately smitten by this experience, not
just by the turtles, but watching hun-
dreds of people who gathered to watch.
It was fascinating.”

He wound up sticking mwocua to
volunteer with the turtle patrol and
learned so much about the plight of sea
turtles — all seven species are consid-
ered endangered mostly due to habitat
destruction, commercial fishing prac-
tices and ocean pollution — and their
connection to humans.

“I thought, what a fascinating way of
telling the story of conservation, not
through the lens of guilt and not being

the stewards that we should be, but
through the lens of innate connection
we have with nature,” Weintraub said.

“The typical environmental films
make us feel so bad about what we've
done. It’s not motivating. So I thought,
what a wonderful canvas — looking at
this tremendous relationship between
humans and turtles.”

Weintraub found that hundreds, if
not thousands, of cultures had turtles as
deities — mﬁswam of fertility of longev-
ity. They are known to live more than
100 years.

He said the first writing by man was

inscribed by the Chinese thousands of

. years ago on the back of a turtle shell.

The first coin ever created by the an-
cient Greeks had the likeness of a sea
turtle. The Maya, considered one of the
world’s most sophisticated ancient
cultures, Weintraub said, created their
entire accounting system based on
turtle scutes, or indentations on turtle
shells. ; _
“What’s fascinating about turtles is
what makes them so threatened,” he
said. “They migrate and come back to
the most vulnerable place in the world
— the beaches — which are facing ma-
jor challenges. The oceans are rising,
beaches dare &mm@@mmizm. development

‘is taking away habitat.’

He said commercial fishing, mmwm-
cially shrimp trawler nets, have had a

- huge impact on turtles. Somewhat new

improvement in nets, known as TEDs,
or turtle excluder devices, are helping,
he said. But ocean pollution, including
the 700 million tons of plastic floating
the seas, is also harming turtles, he
said. Tt looks like food to turtles, but
once they eat it, it can kill them.

“This creature is our only living

- dinosaur. It survived three extinctions

over 100 million years. The question for
us is, will they survive us?” Weintraub

said.

Terry Fansler, co-leader with her
husband, Gary Fansler, of the Seabrook
Island Turtle Patrol, has worked with
Weintraub for two and a half years on
the project, and appears in the film. .

“He just did a fabulous job with if;
it’s very unique. It’s literally the whole
connection between sea turtles and
man and history, and I think it will do so
much to bring recognition of the need
to protect turtles,” Fansler said.

The Seabrook Tsland Turtle Patrol is :
an all-volunteer organization that began
in 1990, on an island about 25 miles
south of Charleston, to protect sea tur-
tles, their nests and their hatchlings.
Patrol members walk the beach every
day from May through October to
check on _ommmﬂrmmn turtles, an en-
dangered mumﬁmm that grow to _um 300
pounds.

Many ﬁmﬁomﬁ& turtles and fresh-
water turtles, like the ones found in
Western North Carolina and Upstate
South Carolina, are also endangered,

* Weintraub said.

“Part of the takeaway from this film
is the better we protect nature, the
better we protect ourselves. It’s part of
the web of life. We're all connected,”
‘Weintraub said. ]

When people say, “we live in moun-
tains, what do we do in Asheville or

 Hendersonville that will have an effect

on sea turtles?” Weintraub answers,
“Everything.”

“All the rivers and streams lead to
the oceans. Those balloons that people
release — they don’t go to heaven, they
land in the ocean and scientists find |
them inside of turtles. How we live our
lives has consequences. If we become

‘better stewards, the nature that’s so

part of us, will continue to be here for
our mwmnan::&ms.
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send you anywhere you want to go, but
you can’t go to Duke.”

Ree 1m=“ days

After a knee injury in college, Wel-
don redirected his energies toward
public works.

At age 22, he applied for a job at the
Recreation Park in Asheville. He had
experience there. While in high school,
he and a few other boys had been hand-
picked by E.C. “Deacon” Greene, Ashe-
ville’s commissioner of parks, for sum-
mer jobs at the new facility.

The park was a social center at that
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Recreation Park troop.

It was Dermid’s job to get the park’s
receipts to the city in the morning.
Weldon often found Charlie oversleep-
ingat 7 a.m.

“He would pick up a shoe,” Dermid
once recalled, “and throw it against the
wall over my head and wake me up.
One morning out there ... when I did
roll out of bed, there was a black snake
in the bed with me. And I’'m sure he put

»

- it there. He probably got ‘Boob’ Praytor

(who was in charge of the zoo) to handle
it for him.”

Years later, when Dermid was hospi-
talized for a EoEF there was Weir,
every morning at 7 a.m., waking him up
with the delivery of the day’s newspa-
DET.

The boss
(N avrar hire anvhadsr iF o011 don’t

i

Weir responded, “You just let a bull-
dozer hit one of those poles. They’ll
move them all the next day.”

A couple of years later, yet another
lane was needed on Tunnel Road, but
this time, the city did not have the
right-of-way to accomplish it. Dermid
obtained the permissions he needed
from every property owner except one,
Buck Buchanan, owner of the city’s
most popular drive-in..

So, Weldon said, “I’ll tell you what .
you do, Charlie ... go over there and .
start the work. Widen right down to
Buck’s property and go around Buck
and start again.” Subsequently, Buck
signed a right-of-way.

Favors were granted, business exe-
cuted, and power wielded with good
humor. Weir never lost his cool, his
secretary, Margaret Simmons fecalled.
Dermid noted that amonge his and

The era of Weir

Weir represented a certain era in
Asheville politics. He’d inherited the
job from Pat Burdette, who'd become
the third city manager after Asheville
had switched to the manager/courncil
system after the Depression. ;

Burdette used to arrive at work at 10
a.m., leave at 4, and take a two hour
Emn: said mHEEcmm Burdette used
Sowwm&o:o Weldon as his assistant,
and, in 1935, promoted him to &wmoﬁoa
of public works, a position he held for
15 years.

As city manager, Weir pushed -
through such projects as the pipeline
from the North Fork Reservoir, the
Asheville Regional Airport, the Civic
Center, and the civic development of
Woodfin Street. : : :

In 1968, he resigned his position
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