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‘Guardians of Our Troubled Waters’ premieres

PREMIERE — "Guardians of Cur Troubled Waters,” a decumentary by Dendd Welntraub, made its waorld premiene al Blue Ridge Community College Thursdmy night. The
film colebrates the visionarios, as well as the everyday people, who have helped protect walerways in Western North Carolina, Tennesses and Florida.

PBS-style documentary shines spotlight on conservation visionaries in WNC and beyond
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FLAT ROCK During his upbringing in the ur-
han sprawl of Broaklyn, David Weintranb develoged
A lowve OF Jaegues Coustean™s underwater photosgra:
phy One of Weintraub's favorite quotes from Cous:
teau is “we only protect what we love,”

With that in mind, the seasoned documentarian

who now lives in Western Narth Caroling — 2t
oul fo make “Guandians of Our Troulded Waters,” a
deepdive into the historic and contempoary prob-
lems encountersd by waterways in Florida, Ten
nessee and North Carolina including the nearioyr
French Broad and Pigeon rivers,

Far Mmom eing a doomeand-gloom envirgnmenizal
film, however, Weintraub fashioned "Guardians™ i
focus on the positive strides made in conservation
throughout the decades. He spotlights specitic vi-
slonaries who were instrumental in spreading the
goepel of environmentalism in the e of industr-
alism, not the least of whom are larger-than-life fig-
urés Wilma Dvkeman and Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las.

The film maadle 1t world premiere at Blue B bdge
Community College Thursday night in front of a
near-sellowt crowd at Themas Auditorium. There
werne also showings on Saturday and Sunday
nights, at the North Carolina Arboretum {(Ashe-
willeh and White Horse (Black Mountain), respec-
tively

“I didm't pull any punches, but 1 also didn’t make

Hey, citizen: safely dispose of unwanted medications

Citizens can do their They can e acoressed

"I didn’t pull any
punches, but I also
didn’t make it such a
sad story that there
wasn't any room for
hope.”

David Weintraub

it such a sad story that there wasnt any rooam for
hope,” said Weintraub, who spent approximately
tod wears making the film. *There are a 1ot of exam-
ples of people working towand positive solulions
o many, in fact, that the film was seven hours long
to begin with.”

“Heuuk 1 havd €0 curk it doswn to-a reasonable length, 5o

pharmaceuticals  and

people could go back home and hawve a3 life,” he added,

The main thrust of “Guardians,” which features
camen appearances by Haywood Waterways Execu-
tive Director Eric Romaniszyn and founding mem-
ber Bill Eaker, is that the fate of the environment ul-
timately résts in the hands of everyday people, At
the conclusion of the film, Weintraub cmphasiad
that point with a clear metaphon

“Through the years, the pendulum has swung o
ward stewardship, then away, then back again,” he
said. “And what 1 began to understand as I made this
film is that wouw and 1 are the péndulum, not an gut-
side foree we have no contrel over, We can write let-
ters to the editor, We can nudge our politickans,., we
can stand up for beiter environmental standards"”

“We ¢an be the pendulum thatl nature needs us to
b he added. “'We can be the eves and ears of our
rivers and sireams,”™

One of the most captivating scenes Mom the film
features Canton's paper mill, During the 20th cen.
ury — part icularly in the 1980s — Champion, which
oromied the mildat the time, blatantly d sregarded en-
vironmental standands (Le, by releasing ioxing, en
masse, directly into the Pigeon River), causing the
water (o turn brown and reek of sewage.

The problem transcended asstheties, howevern

Within the mill's discharge was carclnogenic di-
oxin—an ingredient in Agent Orange — which killed
fish, cows and cven people, In Hartford, Tennessee
{a river town located five miles across the Morth

Guardians continues on 3B
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part o sately dispose of
unuskl, unwanted or ex-
pived medications.

Instead of dumping
them down the drain,
fake them to one of
three Operation  Medi-
cine Drop box locations
in Haywood County:

« Canton Police 1he-
pariment - 53 Park 51.

= Clyde Molice Dhe-
partment - B437 Camo
Nima Blwe.

= Wavnesville Police
Depariment -9 5. Main
St (behind the station
on Church Strect)

The dirop bDoxes are
outside and ook like
a post oflioe maili=x.

anonyvimously 24 hours
a day seven davs a
week, Those wio ean’t
drop off medications
should mix bt naot
cruzh mcdicines
with an inedible sul-

alance like dirt, Kitty
litter o used ocoffee
grounds. Then place

the mixiure in a sealed
plastic bag and throw it
i the houscehold trash.

Frescription drug
abuse has  quickly
evilved fom a persenal
tragedy to a nmational
cpidemic, and lakes,
sireams and rrers s
CIL i,
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personal care producis,
air PPCPs. PPCPs have
been linked to harmiol
effiects in frogs and fish,
including slow prowth
andd being unable o e
produce, While thelr of
fects on humdans are still
being stedicd, they po
tentially can cause
mors, birth defects and
other  developmental
dizorders

The danger of PPCPs,
in partbcular prescrip
tiom dirugs, has become
=0 ereal that Morth Carn
oling lavwnched “0per
atlon Medicine Drop”

Disposal continues on 3B
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LUNCH ROCK — Bl Hidge Frokosay™s Hilke of the Week (S a ihoecsmile ok 1o

the Haw Creek "Lunch Roc

k= June 28.

Blue Ridge Parkway Hike of the Week: "Simply Un-Bear-Able’

ASHEYILLE Join
Parkway rangers at 10
aan. Friday June 28,
for a moderate, three-
mile roundirip hike to
the Haw Creek “Lunch
Rioeck.”

One of the most asked
about animals on the
Hlue Ridge Parkway is
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the North American
Dlack bear Do owe Dave
them? How have they
adapted to people? Will
they steal the candy har
ol of my temt? Those
who hike will find oul
the answers to  these
questions and mooe.
Meet one mile north

Let MASS[E FURNITURE CO He!p Wath Your Furmture Needs
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WAYMESVILLE MC 28786 » 828.4556-3311 = B28-452-5792

of the Folk Art Center
al Milepost 381, Park on
the dirt pull-offz on ¢i
ther side of the road Call
four tires should be off
of the pavement). Bring
waler, wear good walk-
ing shoes and be pre-
pared  for changeable
weather

* Open 8:30 - 5:30
Manday - Saturday

= Serving W.N.C.
over 100 Years




