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BLUE RIDGE LIVING
R I D G E  L I N E S

Moving easy 
in harness

Tom Orr

By Robert Moore
Times News Staff Writer

  The Brevard Music 
Center is gearing up for 
its summer season with a 
number of concerts and a 
variety of music on tap.

"The BMC Summer runs 
June through August. We 
present almost 100 shows," 
said Cally Jamis Vennare, 
director of communica-
tions and marketing at the 
BMC. "We’re in preseason 
right now. "

The summer season will 
open on June 21 at 7:30 p.m. 
with "All Tchaikovsky" 
at the Whittington-Pfohl 
Auditorium. Guest Con-
ductor JoAnn Falletta will 
guide this all-Tchaikovsky 
concert featuring Tchai-
kovsky Symphony No. 5 
and violinist Chee-Yun.

The following night 
features soul legends The 
Temptations and The Four 
Tops at 7:30 p.m.

BMC off ers full slate
for summer season

The Brevard Music Center opens its summer season on June 21. [PROVIDED PHOTO]

Violinist Chee-Yun will perform June 21 at the Brevard Music Center. 
[PROVIDED PHOTO]

By Robert Moore
Times News Staff Writer

When David Weintraub 
approaches a documentary 
subject, it usually comes 
from a place close to the 
heart. He also finds he’s 
been processing the sub-
ject long before production 
begins.

“Usually it’s always some-
thing that’s been in my head 
before filming begins,” he 
said. “The films arise from 
something I’m passionate 
about. I find I’ve been work-
ing on the film and didn’t 
realize it.”

“ G u a r d i a n s  o f  O u r 
Troubled Waters” is the 
award-winning Weintraub's 
newest film, examining the 
extraordinary things that 
regular people have done did 
to protect southern rivers 
and streams.

The film is produced 
through The Center for Cul-
tural Preservation, WNC's 
History and Documentary 
Film Center, and is its sixth 
feature film.

“Guardians of Our Trou-
bled Waters” will have its 
world premieres on June 20 
at 7 p.m. at Blue Ridge Com-
munity College’s Thomas 
Auditorium, on June 22 at 
7:30 p.m. at the NC Arbo-
retum and June 23 7:30 p.m. 
at White Horse Black Moun-
tain. Tickets are $15 and 
advance reservations are 
recommended by registering 
online at www.saveculture.
org or calling the Center at 
828-692-8062. 

Music will open each pro-
gram by Cherokee performer 
Matthew Tooni and will be 
followed by a Q&A with 

Weintraub.
“I grew up in a big city. You 

knew you had gotten near 
the water because you could 
smell it,” he said. “Living 
here, where you have so 
many pristine watersheds, 

it’s like dying and going to 
heaven. I wanted to be part 
of the efforts to protect the 
water.”

Weintraub joined what 
is now MountainTrue and 
was trained to be a Green 
River watershed coordi-
nator. Weintraub is now 
the executive director of 
The Center for Cultural 
Preservation

The film looks at the 
stories of those who stood 
up against the destruc-
tion fighting against toxic 
pollution from factories, 
draining of wetlands and 
the damming of tributar-
ies that would have forced 
thousands of farmers from 
their ancestral land.

 Weintraub mentioned a 

quote from Wilma Dyke-
man, author of the book
“The French Broad,” who
said “Just as rivers belong 
to no one, they belong to 
everyone.”

“That’s where (the film)
came from, caring about 
the rivers and streams (and)
realizing how valuable it is to 
live in a place, how easily it
is to take it for granted,” he
said. “I’ve been living this 
film.”

Weintraub noted it was
hard to say there was one
thing for viewers to take 
from the film.

“It’s really difficult to dis-
till it in one thing,” he said,
noting the protectors of the

New documentary looks at river preservation

Filmmaker David Weintraub interviews Jim Stokely at Wilma Dykeman’s house. [PROVIDED PHOTO]

Want to go?

What: 'Guardians of Our 
Troubled Waters' screenings
When/Where: 7 p.m. June 20 
(Blue Ridge Community Col-
lege’s Thomas Auditorium); 
7:30 p.m. June 22 (NC Arbore-
tum), 7:30 p.m. June 23 (White 
Horse Black Mountain)
Tickets: $15
Info: www.saveculture.org or 
828-692-8062

See BMC,  D4

See RIVER,  D5

I was attempting to locate 
the gravesite of Solomon 
Jones. I had been there 

before, traveling to Mount 
Hebron from Willow Road 
through Champion Hills. 
But this time, I thought I 
would take the route from 
the Jones Gap Church 
side of the mountain.

I was lost and somewhat 
frightened by the experi-
ence, particularly when I 
had to turn my car to the 
shoulder to allow a land-
scaping truck to pass by. I 
traveled over bumpy narrow 
passageways in my search 
for the gravesite. I finally 
gave up and returned back 
to the same way I had come.

Not to be denied, I 
made a return visit.

This time, I returned to 
the more familiar journey, 
the Champion Hills entry. 
Still I had some difficulty in 
reaching my destination.

I saw a truck coming my 
way and I slowed to a stop, 
lowered my car window to 
ask the driver of the truck 
if he might know where 
ol’ Solomon‘s grave was 
located. To my surprise 
the driver of the truck was 
a former student, Josh 
Malpass. Josh’s father, 
recently deceased, had been 
a teacher at HHS during 
my tenure there. He had 
supervised set building for 
plays. I remembered Josh, 
the little boy, hiding beneath 
the extended stage floor.

We recognized each other 
immediately. The two of us 
recalled memorable times. 
“You might call Jo...she’d 
probably know,” he rhymed. 
Mary Jo Padgett was mar-
ried to David Malpass. She is 
an excellent writer and local 
historian. In fact she gives 
tours of Main Street where 
she provides an excellent 
history of Hendersonville.

Josh gave me her 
phone number.

Almost as if by require-
ment, Josh began rattling off 
things he remembered from 
my class. I was impressed. 
“Mr Orr, I will always 
remember Robert Frost’s 
definition of freedom, 
“moving easy in harness”

I asked him did he know 
the location of ol‘ Solomon’s 
final resting place. He said 
he did not, but pointed to 
a sign that read, “Solomon 
Jones Circle.” “You might 
try going up that way.” 
The sign, unnoticed by 
me, now appeared almost 
like magic before me.

Before he drove away, 
Josh gave me his cell phone 
number in case I got lost.

I traveled the Circle 
and found the stone — so 
weather beaten with age 
that I could only make out 
a few words from the now 
famous epitaph: “Here lies 
Solomon Jones, The Road 
Maker, A True Patriot, He 
labored 50 years to leave the 
world a better place than he 
found it. Born March 7th. 
1802. Died April 23rd, 1899.”

Solomon Jones laid out 
roads here and in South 
Carolina, roads that today 
are considered engineering 
feats. He had no instruments 
or technical training. Some 
say he followed the paths of 
animals, marking his path 
with broken branches.

Solomon confronted 
the wilderness and some-
how conquered it. He 
was the most remark-
able engineer of his age.

See ORR,  D5
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By Robert Moore
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  The Brevard Music 
Center is gearing up for 
its summer season with a 
number of concerts and a 
variety of music on tap.

"The BMC Summer runs 
June through August. We 
present almost 100 shows," 
said Cally Jamis Vennare, 
director of communica-
tions and marketing at the 
BMC. "We’re in preseason 
right now. "

The summer season will 
open on June 21 at 7:30 p.m. 
with "All Tchaikovsky" 
at the Whittington-Pfohl 
Auditorium. Guest Con-
ductor JoAnn Falletta will 
guide this all-Tchaikovsky 
concert featuring Tchai-
kovsky Symphony No. 5 
and violinist Chee-Yun.

The following night 
features soul legends The 
Temptations and The Four 
Tops at 7:30 p.m.

BMC off ers full slate
for summer season

The Brevard Music Center opens its summer season on June 21. [PROVIDED PHOTO]

Violinist Chee-Yun will perform June 21 at the Brevard Music Center. 
[PROVIDED PHOTO]
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When David Weintraub 
approaches a documentary 
subject, it usually comes 
from a place close to the 
heart. He also finds he’s 
been processing the sub-
ject long before production 
begins.

“Usually it’s always some-
thing that’s been in my head 
before filming begins,” he 
said. “The films arise from 
something I’m passionate 
about. I find I’ve been work-
ing on the film and didn’t 
realize it.”

“ G u a r d i a n s  o f  O u r 
Troubled Waters” is the 
award-winning Weintraub's 
newest film, examining the 
extraordinary things that 
regular people have done did 
to protect southern rivers 
and streams.

The film is produced 
through The Center for Cul-
tural Preservation, WNC's 
History and Documentary 
Film Center, and is its sixth 
feature film.

“Guardians of Our Trou-
bled Waters” will have its 
world premieres on June 20 
at 7 p.m. at Blue Ridge Com-
munity College’s Thomas 
Auditorium, on June 22 at 
7:30 p.m. at the NC Arbo-
retum and June 23 7:30 p.m. 
at White Horse Black Moun-
tain. Tickets are $15 and 
advance reservations are 
recommended by registering 
online at www.saveculture.
org or calling the Center at 
828-692-8062. 

Music will open each pro-
gram by Cherokee performer 
Matthew Tooni and will be 
followed by a Q&A with 

Weintraub.
“I grew up in a big city. You 

knew you had gotten near 
the water because you could 
smell it,” he said. “Living 
here, where you have so 
many pristine watersheds, 

it’s like dying and going to 
heaven. I wanted to be part 
of the efforts to protect the 
water.”

Weintraub joined what 
is now MountainTrue and 
was trained to be a Green 
River watershed coordi-
nator. Weintraub is now 
the executive director of 
The Center for Cultural 
Preservation

The film looks at the 
stories of those who stood 
up against the destruc-
tion fighting against toxic 
pollution from factories, 
draining of wetlands and 
the damming of tributar-
ies that would have forced 
thousands of farmers from 
their ancestral land.

 Weintraub mentioned a 

quote from Wilma Dyke-
man, author of the book
“The French Broad,” who
said “Just as rivers belong 
to no one, they belong to 
everyone.”

“That’s where (the film)
came from, caring about 
the rivers and streams (and)
realizing how valuable it is to 
live in a place, how easily it
is to take it for granted,” he
said. “I’ve been living this 
film.”

Weintraub noted it was
hard to say there was one
thing for viewers to take 
from the film.

“It’s really difficult to dis-
till it in one thing,” he said,
noting the protectors of the

New documentary looks at river preservation

Filmmaker David Weintraub interviews Jim Stokely at Wilma Dykeman’s house. [PROVIDED PHOTO]

Want to go?

What: 'Guardians of Our 
Troubled Waters' screenings
When/Where: 7 p.m. June 20 
(Blue Ridge Community Col-
lege’s Thomas Auditorium); 
7:30 p.m. June 22 (NC Arbore-
tum), 7:30 p.m. June 23 (White 
Horse Black Mountain)
Tickets: $15
Info: www.saveculture.org or 
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See BMC,  D4

See RIVER,  D5

I was attempting to locate 
the gravesite of Solomon 
Jones. I had been there 

before, traveling to Mount 
Hebron from Willow Road 
through Champion Hills. 
But this time, I thought I 
would take the route from 
the Jones Gap Church 
side of the mountain.

I was lost and somewhat 
frightened by the experi-
ence, particularly when I 
had to turn my car to the 
shoulder to allow a land-
scaping truck to pass by. I 
traveled over bumpy narrow 
passageways in my search 
for the gravesite. I finally 
gave up and returned back 
to the same way I had come.

Not to be denied, I 
made a return visit.

This time, I returned to 
the more familiar journey, 
the Champion Hills entry. 
Still I had some difficulty in 
reaching my destination.

I saw a truck coming my 
way and I slowed to a stop, 
lowered my car window to 
ask the driver of the truck 
if he might know where 
ol’ Solomon‘s grave was 
located. To my surprise 
the driver of the truck was 
a former student, Josh 
Malpass. Josh’s father, 
recently deceased, had been 
a teacher at HHS during 
my tenure there. He had 
supervised set building for 
plays. I remembered Josh, 
the little boy, hiding beneath 
the extended stage floor.

We recognized each other 
immediately. The two of us 
recalled memorable times. 
“You might call Jo...she’d 
probably know,” he rhymed. 
Mary Jo Padgett was mar-
ried to David Malpass. She is 
an excellent writer and local 
historian. In fact she gives 
tours of Main Street where 
she provides an excellent 
history of Hendersonville.

Josh gave me her 
phone number.

Almost as if by require-
ment, Josh began rattling off 
things he remembered from 
my class. I was impressed. 
“Mr Orr, I will always 
remember Robert Frost’s 
definition of freedom, 
“moving easy in harness”

I asked him did he know 
the location of ol‘ Solomon’s 
final resting place. He said 
he did not, but pointed to 
a sign that read, “Solomon 
Jones Circle.” “You might 
try going up that way.” 
The sign, unnoticed by 
me, now appeared almost 
like magic before me.

Before he drove away, 
Josh gave me his cell phone 
number in case I got lost.

I traveled the Circle 
and found the stone — so 
weather beaten with age 
that I could only make out 
a few words from the now 
famous epitaph: “Here lies 
Solomon Jones, The Road 
Maker, A True Patriot, He 
labored 50 years to leave the 
world a better place than he 
found it. Born March 7th. 
1802. Died April 23rd, 1899.”

Solomon Jones laid out 
roads here and in South 
Carolina, roads that today 
are considered engineering 
feats. He had no instruments 
or technical training. Some 
say he followed the paths of 
animals, marking his path 
with broken branches.

Solomon confronted 
the wilderness and some-
how conquered it. He 
was the most remark-
able engineer of his age.

See ORR,  D5
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A L O F T A T T N T V P G W A F T S
S O F I A T A R O H E R O E L L I E
P U F F P I E C E S A X E D B O O N E
C I T E L A T E R O N P O T S H O T S
A S H E L M G A W K F R I A R

V E R D E U T E S A L I T M I A
H I G H D R A M A S M O K E B O M B
E L R O Y G E R M I H A V E E D I E
E L I S L A N D O M A T E S T E N T
L E D S E I S D U P L E S C O L D S

J O I N T R E S O L U T I O N
C A S A B A E A S E S R U N T T C U
L L A M A K N I T E M I T S R O O K
A L I A K E N N Y D O S E G U I D E
R O L L I N G I N T H E A I S L E S
A T M D I S S A F R O F L E E S

A L I S T P E A R O L D T W A
B A K E D H A M C H I C A N A C R I T
A V I A N N O A H D I R E C T H I T S
M O N D O D O P E E T T A N I E C E
A N G S T S T E M D Y E D T A S H A

began barking the house 
down and the better half 
to become Rambo-eske 
seeking to protect his cave 
in his underwear. It was 
Griswald-like in the most.

At my next physical, I 
would note to my doc-
tor that I was looking for a 
way to reduce or eliminate 
my snoring. This would 
send me home with a list of 
things to try and my obe-
dient self tried them all: I 
tried to stop sleeping on my 
back. I used an extra pillow 
to raise my head higher. I 
got a new pillow. Nothing.

I let a friend at work 

concoct an essential oils 
spray that I would use 
before bed each night. It 
tasted like patchouli smells. 
Strong and awkward. 
Yet didn’t work for me.

I found a little relief in the 
nasal strips that promise to 
open your airways… except 
turns out I was allergic to 
something in the adhesive 
so not only did I still snore 
some but I looked like 
Popeye the rest of the day.

Desperate I would 
even try the anti-snore 
mouthpiece which was a 
huge challenge as I kept 
gagging every time I put 
it in my mouth. Always 
fun right before bed. Not 
to mention, as I still wear 
an orthodontic retainer 
at night, there literally 
wasn’t room in my mouth 

for all this hardware.
I know couples that sleep 

in separate rooms due to 
snoring and I absolutely 
refuse to get booted out 
of my bedroom and into 
a guest room because I 
shake the walls when I 
sleep. And while he’s super 
duper patient with me, I 
do worry that my better 
half may snap one day and 
take a pillow to my face to 
drown out the sounds.

So in a last-ditch effort, 
I ordered one of those 
anti-snore chin straps. Let 
the jokes begin. I look like 
Hannibal Lector each night 
before I lay down while 
Clarice and the lambs are 
safe. The snoring isn’t. 
So far, it’s working and 
while it’s not the cutest of 
nightwear, necessary.

BRAZEAL
From Page D3

P U Z Z L E  A N S W E R S  F R O M  D 3

Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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waterways don’t conform to the 
clichés that people expect.

“Today, when we think of the 
protection of natural resources, 
we tend to categorize things as 
a ‘bunch of tree huggers,’” he 
said, adding it goes back through 
history.

“The Cherokee saw every body 
of water as sacred. They consid-
ered their occupation as stewards 
of the river,” Weintraub said. 
“When the settlers got here, they 
had a similar relationship.”

This would go on to include 
Baptist settlers and occupants, as 
well as farmers, who depended on 
the water.

“River baptisms were a key part 
of life for those who lived here,” 
Weintraub said. “In the Industrial 
Age, it was farmers who stood up 
to them (paper mills and other 
pollutants). Rivers were the life-
blood of the community.”

Weintraub said the film focuses 
on Western North Carolina, East 
Tennessee and South Florida. It 
also looks at those who stood up 
against those hurting the rivers, 
including Dykeman, Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas, and the pro-
tectors of the Pigeon River, the 
Dead Pigeon River Council and 
others.

“One of the messages I learned 
was the amazing diversity of 
people who realized how valuable 
these waters were,” he said.

The film is a collaboration with 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee, 
Wilma Dykeman Legacy Founda-
tion, MountainTrue, Conserving 
Carolina, Haywood Waterways 
Association, Friends of the Ever-
glades and Clean Water Expected 
in East Tennessee. Major sponsors 
include the Blue Ridge National 
Heritage Area, the Community 
Foundation of Henderson County, 
the McClure Education Founda-
tion, the Pigeon River Fund, Gaia 
Herbs and Prestige Subaru with 
additional support from Headwa-
ters Outfitters and Mast General 
Store.

 The Center for Cultural Pres-
ervation is a cultural nonprofit 
organization dedicated to working 
for mountain heritage continuity 
through oral history, documen-
tary film, education and public 
programs, and is located at 711B 
S. Grove St., Hendersonville.

For more information on the 
Center, call 828-692-8062 or 
visit www.saveculture.org. 

RIVER
From Page D1

Solomon Jones named 
the mountain Mount 
Hebron because it 
was, in elevation and 
splendor, much like 
the biblical mountain 
of the same name.

At the age of 20, Solomon 
Jones married Mary Ham-
ilton, daughter of Robert 
and Ann Orr Hamilton. 
Several years ago I read in 
“The French Broad Hus-
tler” that my grandfather, 
John L Orr (1855-1920), 
and M.C. Toms operated 
an observation tower on 
Mt. Hebron. “The Hus-
tler” records the sale of the 
tower...nothing more...

My thoughts take a 

sharp turn to 56 years ago 
when I came home to teach 
at Hendersonville High 
School. I was given a class 
of 8th-graders and a class 
of 9th-graders. It would 
seal my commitment to 
teaching as a career. I would 
find a joy unequaled.

Today I was informed 
that Casey Jones, a mem-
ber of that first class, will 
start Hospice care. He is 
dying of cancer. He had 
received stem cell treat-
ments, but, with a lowered 
immune system had taken 
a turn for the worst.

Casey was a Morehead 
scholar and president of 
the student body at HHS. 
His mother Ruth Price 
(Paddy) Jones was a teacher 
and counselor at the junior 
high. The last time I saw 
Casey was in 2016 when I 
was invited to have lunch 

with his mother and his 
wife at Carolina Village. 
Casey became a minister; 
and, in recent times, wrote 
an inspirational column 
from his home in Texas.

I remember Casey’s 
speech when he ran for 
student body president. 
He used the Casey Jones 
of “The Ballad of Casey 
Jones,” a story about a brave
engineer. “Casey Jones 
was the rounder’s name. 
On a “six-eight” wheeler, 
boys, he won his fame.”

I am sad.
I turn to the poetry of 

Robert Frost (“Birches“) : 
“It’s when I am weary of 
considerations / And life 
is too much like a path-
less wood...” The pas-
sage concludes: “Earth’s 
the right place for love 
/ I don’t know where it 
is likely to go better.”

ORR
From Page D1

The DVD cover for “Guardians of our Troubled Waters.”

By C.R. Rae
More Content Now

Considered a box office 
flop when it opened in 1994, 
“The Shawshank Redemp-
tion” is now considered to 
be the No. 1-ranked movie 
of all time, according to the 
Internet Movie Database 
(tied with “The Godfather”), 
and fans have a unique 
opportunity to celebrate 
the movie’s upcoming 25th 
anniversary.  

In August, fans can cel-
ebrate with cast members in 
Mansfield, Ohio, at Shaw-
shank 25, a series of tick-
eted and free events Aug. 16 
to 18. Tickets are on sale at 
ShawshankTrail.com. 

Join cast, crew members 
and fellow fans for a screen-
ing of the movie Aug. 16 at 
the Renaissance Theatre 

from 6 to 10 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 and selling quickly. 
The Renaissance Theatre is 
the site of the original movie 
premiere.

The Shawshank 25 Meet 
and Greet will be from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. Aug. 17 in the Cen-
tral Guard room of the Ohio 
State Reformatory. Tickets 
are sold online and are $225 
each; only 300 are available. 
Cast members will be pres-
ent to provide autographs 
and photos. Autograph 
seekers can buy or bring one 
item to be autographed. A 
staff member from the OSR 
will use your phone to snap 
a picture. Those attending 
the autograph session will 
receive a Shawshank 25 col-
lectable coin. 

Cast members scheduled 
to attend are Bob Gunton 
(Warden Norton), William 

Sadler (Heywood, an inmate 
who befriends Andy), Mark 
Rolston (Bogs, a member 
of “The Sisters” group in 
the prison), Frank Medrano 
(an inmate who befriends 
Andy), Scott Mann (Glenn 
Quentin), Renee Blaine 

(Linda Dufresne), Claire 
Slemmer (teller at Maine 
National Bank where Andy 
mailed the black ledger and 
files of Warden Norton), 
Alfonso Freeman (Fresh 
Fish Guy) and Neil Giuntoli 
(Jigger). 

Later that night, the 
Exclusive Shawshank 
Reception will be from 7 to 
9 p.m. in the Central Guard 
room. Tickets are $200 and 
are sold online, limited to 
175. Dance to the sounds of 
the Shawshank Jazz Band, 
enjoy appetizers and a cash 
bar, and share the eve-
ning with fans from all over 
the world. Attendees are 
encouraged to wear ’50s and 
’60s attire. 

Visitors can go on location 
where the movie was filmed 
at the reformatory from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 16, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 17 and 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 18. Tick-
ets for the self-guided tours 
are $25.

Visitor information is at 
DestinationMansfield.com 
or call 800-642-8282.  

Escape to ‘Shawshank’ for fi lm’s 25th anniversary

“Shawshank” cast members will sign autographs at the Ohio State 
Reformatory in Mansfi eld on Aug. 17. [DESTINATION MANSFIELD]


