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A Cherokee elder/storyteller/maskmaker carves a Mary Thompson uses butternuts to make dye for her
new mask out of hickory. baskets. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MILEMKA KAHN

Hendersonville's David Weintraub is seen on the Blue Ridge Parkway. His latest documentary film chronicles the lives of
the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indlans. PROVIDED BY LIZ WEINTRALR

‘Everyone has a story’

Weintraub’s latest film documents lives of Cherokee Indians

Dean Hensley Hendersonville Times-Mews | USA TODAY METWORE

Longtime filmmaker David Wein-
traub said his 50th film may be his last,
but then again, it might not be.

“I have decided not to decide right
now. Filmmaking is one of the most joy-
ful things I have ever done. But it is also
the hardest. It's draining and owver-
whelming, and I need some time to refill
the well. I know I'll continue to make
short films, but it probably will be
awhile before I'll make another feature-
length film,” he told the Times-News on
June 6.

His 50th film is titled “Nature’'s Wis-
dom Thru Native Eyes” and chronicles
the livelihood of the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians in North Carolina. Its
world premiere will be June 24-July lin
the Hendersonville area, a place he is
proud to call home.

Weintraub, a native of Brooklyn, New

York, and a graduate of Stony Brook 9.7 ; o P 7o ol
University said he never meant to be- gl S o e e e M L ST e
come a filmmaker. Cherokee elders and storytellers Lloyd Arneach Sr. and Davy Arch

share a laugh with Sappony storyteller Rober "Redhawk” Eldridge.
See STORY, Page 3A PROVIDED BY MILEMKA KAHN
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“Whnt started as a tveding museuwm
exhibition metamorpbosized into a fm
becpuse | realized the best way to el the
slory was fifm Since 1 memveer
went o film schoal, had to pany op fast
on honw todo it by working withveternns
im the field Hopehidlly, [ absorbed some
of whnt they weps izt mme,” Be sl
“Filmmaking really started for me as &
by-product of an oral history project 1
lammched o heelp ted] the forgotten stories
in the Jewash, Africean American snd Cue-
ban communities @ Smsth Florida |
found their sinekes fnscinsting and 1 d&s-
covered that oml histories unearthed the
rickhuzess of the humon tepestoy ke no
pther foom ... work thst 1 contimsesd here
im the Soathem Appalachinns while nom-
ming ECO, the Environmental and Con-
servation Orgnnization, and altimateby
im the founding of the Center for Cisliersl
Pr=seremtion, the orgamization 1 mow
nen”

The premieres are as follows with s
stmrting time of T:30 pom -

# Jumse 24z North Bfver Farms im Mils
Fivver, a drve-in thester with seating op-
ticns (weather dabe: June 30

& Jumee 2 The Oramnge Pedl o Ashe-
wille

w Jugly E Trimity Presbyterien Charch
in Hendersonville

His moifier's inspiration

He s=id the ides for the film was in-
spired by the words of his mother

“My mother was a storyteller and
she'd tell me those great Ameniosms sto-
rics like the dack iades bart also the stories
fromm the roffuois, the Cherokee, Apache
nnd more,” Weintrmsh said. <1 pamsoular-
Iy lowesd the stories shout mature . those
abowt the tree people” and the “frog peo-
ple" and the ‘possum people” | ahaays as-
sumesdd that these sborics were wonderdfiel
metnpihanrs for the cdase relaticmahip na-
tive people had with the Tiving woadd

“But [ waswromg [twns far more than
thist. Western culiure sees hamans nt the
top of the bedder and everything else be-
loww. Bt navtive people belirve that simoe
bmmans were the last o come, planis
nnd animals are our eachers. Westermn
sCienoe is just siarting o catch wp with
this amcient wisdom.™

He snid he belbeved it oould male =
“inscirating film™ o lock &t the fiving
world throsgh n native bns smd thenap-
pranch scientists who could venfy that
wint native people have been saying for
s of thousands of years is actanlby
e

“Tve been working with the Eastem
Hand of Cherckee Indinns for neachy 15
years. [ve been imirigeed by thedir oom-
mection o the living world, thesir preser-
vatson of their trafitions and their will-
ingmess o share thewr colteral history
with the wordd. There nre certain areas
that remam ondy open totribel members,
bt for the most part, the Cherokes haee
=0 much @ still t=ach us odoy, and Me
been foetmmmtes o e hind the opporte-
mity to mterview several dozen Cherokee
elders over the years” Weintrash said.

interviewing the Cherokee

Weintrtaub said when tnlking with the
Cherolee Indians, the main thing it took
was the willingness o shew respect and
thee eagrrniess to lsten.

“1 wns blessed to have mterviewerd
malive siorytelems as well as other native
clders who gave me their perspectinee on
hirwr stonies compected their trbe to the
matural wordd for thousands of pesrs.
Thoss siories maintnined respect for
the=ir sarroamcdings and crented a beight-
eoed level of awarsness ™ he snid.

Weintramb sabd it was throogh that
phsermition that mative people became
grent consenmationists long before sy -
opne else thought sbhoot “the eomvimon-
ment”

“We temd io ses the Iving word owt-
side of n window in car abhce, car ac
lsozse . They livein that sodd and by lie-
img im il they were able to describe tome
the= great love and pession they had foc
protecting it he ssid. “One of the things
I started to learn from these interviews
was that we ofien malke this Bdee dichot-
oy thmt either we're protecting the
planet or developing it. Bat the Chesokee
weren i just watching natare, they were
actively managing it They boarmed for-
ests in prescoribed bums o protect plants
and animals; they nsed harvesting tech-
miffues that actually incressed plant vi-
tality and animal int=grity. What the sci-
entists, like our own Steve Pettis, Coop-
emtive Extension sgenml. describes s
thst they were wise nsers of neture”

Ewveryone has a story to tedl

When he st cnme o e Southern
Appalachians, Weintmaub was iobd test
monntsin =lde=rs would never talk 1o
b

“People want to keep o themsehees,
nnd they cerninly don't wanmt to ik o
somennes who isn't from here. Wesll, [ got

hiere s Tquick ns ] could " e sasd Wt
[ foumnd was that when | was imtroduced
to amn elder, whether they be Scots-Insh,
Afmican Amencan or Cherokee, Td 128
theem absmst the sbory of my grandmother
who knew hnndreds of siovies and the
oid folk songs from the old couminy and
e mmach | lowed tnlking o her and
leaming From her. 1 realimed then how
musch wealth there was from being with
elders”

He then asked if the Endians would be
willing o share their staries with him,
nof they did.

“MNow that [ve completed meacy GO0
o] hestorse=s in these hills, | reale that
everyone has o story tobell bat oo often
W ane oo sinrng &t our devices
nnd keeping basy io listen. My expeni-
enmoe i that people wanl to share the
challenpes that they've e pooumtered and
the joys they've celebrabed and they"re
st waiting for someone to listen. We'ne
oiften oo distmcted to tnke the time o be
theere for them. The result is, they don't
get heamd and jirst as important, we™ee
lest nn opporfanity to leam from them™
Tz s

A cholee of two stories

‘Weintmub has been a longtime looal
supparter of waps o support, conserve
nnd maintnin the environment. He said
thrmegh this filmmaking process, e
leamed even more from the Cherokoes.

“Liwing im harmooy with the living
wodd doesn't mean we don't grow fosod,
hamt, or develop land. 1t menns we do it
with reverence and respect for natere. 1
think ultmnadedy the theme of the fGm
bemame we can live in a developed waorld
thst wearks or one that do=sn’t. When we
bizve respect for the nabieral world that
susinims s, we thrive. When we dom't,
well we e pretty muach whst we e
sy, whers oar waler, land and ax are
threstensd by polbation, overdevelop-
ment and boss.” e saidl.

He sasd we have a choice of bwo s1o-
rien: The oo thnt says we have the rght
o extmct and deplete oar wodd into
ohilivion or the other ome that says we
can live in gratiude and reciprocity with
the iving world as troe stewards of ore-
ntion.

“Uher Eves all have common thrends,
nnd when we embroce them, we beoome
n stronger comamanity. When we foms
oo ourt differemcss, we becomes wealker”
b ik

He said ioo often what we understand
nbmyl hisiory is really mypthology, mot
fmct, which is why his filmemaking work
in nlways focused on telling the rest of
thee stoay.

“For instance, my flm aboat the B
Flood (Come Hell or High Water, Re-
membering the Great Flood of 2167 fo-
rizsed not anly on this terrible natoral di-
sasier bt on the incredible resthenes of
thie mountainesrs who knew how o sur-
wive difficult cireumsiances and wers
challenpged in inceedible by the
storm but pemevered. My film on Appa-
Inchinn mmzic history (A Gereat American
Tepestry’) looked mot only om the rich
ruliurnl legnecy Bbrmeghit here from the
British Esles, but nlaso the Afncan Smer-
ican traditions that strongly influenced
whnt ultmmately became Amercan trads-
tional mesic lilee old-time and bheegrnss,
nnd it slen was shaped in mamy ways by
imdfipenoas traditions as well™ he smid.
“Whnt | dizcovered in my resenmh in
making the film was that #@ was the
bl=nded mesical troaditions that really
made Southern mmessc =0 contagioos and
ksl We often lose that sense of the
comnecting sirands of histary in the po-
Inrized world we live i today”™

More information abost Weintraub
and “Matere's Wisdom Thm  Natnee
Ey=s" is mmilsble at www. EaveCaliere-
.ong or by callmg B28-6H92-B0E2.

Dean Hensley is the Reus aditor for
the Fefdersonpilile TIMes-Nenrs. Efmioil
him et tips, questiols mfd oolfTTRerts
et [HHeRsie piaigannictt codfl. Please help
support this kind of loond jourfatism
with o subseriftion to the Hefderso-
il Times-Newos.
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Sistar and daughtar basketmakers Mary Thompson and Sarah Thompson maks beskatts. 50705 PROVIDED HY MLTHEA LAHN

SUPPORT LINE

INFORMATION

The Kinship Family Support Line provides
information and support to
grandparents and other relatives raising
children in Buncombe, Henderson, and
Transylvania Counties.

We can connect you to
organizations in your
community that can help and
provide support for the joys
and challenges of raising your
loved one.




